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Itôs Happening at the CresItôs Happening at the Cres  

  
 A number of activities are on tap for the annual 
Hillcrest Black History Month Celebration.  Events 
for the month-long observance include a kick-off 
activity which was held on Sunday, January 31, 
2010 after the 10:00 AM service; a dinner theatre 
which will be held Friday, February 12 at 6:30 PM 
in the family life center, academic competitions on 
Saturday, February 27 from 7:30 AM until 5:00 PM 
in the family life center and the fellowship hall, and 
a fellowship meal and a program scheduled for 
Sunday, February 28, with the meal at 1:30 PM in 
the FLC and the program at 2:45 PM in the church 
sanctuary. 
 

++++++++++ 
 
 The Hillcrest ladies Bible class convened re-
cently.  Annette Head served as facilitator for the 
program and the topic discussed during the 
monthly gathering was ñBuilding the Best in Me.ò   
 Following the program, the ladies enjoyed 
lunch, each having brought a covered dish. 
 All ladies are invited to join the group each 
month for Bible study and fellowship. 
 

  
 This year's Marriage Valentine Banquet will be 
held at the Hilton Garden Inn-Atlanta Perimeter 
Center at Saturday, February 13 at 6:00 PM.  The 
cost per couple is $52.00.   
 The fees for the banquet must be paid by 
Wednesday, February 13.  Those interested in 
participating should see James or Dee Webb or 
call them at 770-619-1719.  
 

+++++++ 
 
 The taxman cometh, and the Hillcrest Church 
of Christ is making free income tax preparation 
and electronic filing available for low to moderate 
income, elderly, and non-English speaking taxpay-
ers who will file forms 1040 EZ, 1040A, or basic 
1040.  
 Assistance is available by appointment only 
between the hours of 10:00 AM and 1:00 PM in 
the family life center on the following Saturdays:  
February 13,  February 20, March 13, March 27 
and April 10.   
 Interested parties are asked to contact the 
church office at 404-289-4573 for an appointment. 

 Recently, I read about the 
work of the African American 
Legacy Project of Northwest 
Ohio and its efforts to preserve 
its communityôs heritage and to 
promote pride in being an African 
American.  I am impressed, and I 
like the organizationôs slogan: 
Preserving the past.  Gifting the 
future. 
 As the Hillcrest Church en-
thusiastically joins the obser-
vance of Black History Month, I 
first want to commend our mem-
bers who have assumed leader-
ship roles in bringing our wide 
array of activities to fruition.   
 Next, I want to remind each 
member of the importance of not 
only appreciating the legacy 
which those who have been van-
guards have bequeath us but 
also of committing to, in our own 
rights, leave something of value 
for future generations. 
 Those of us who enjoy a level 
of achievement today have 
someone else to thank.  Many of 

the freedoms and opportunities 
which we enjoy today were 
brought with a priceðthe blood, 
the sweat and the tears of those 
who paved the way for us.   
 Today, we can stand tall and 
stick our chests out because of 
the hard work and dedication of 
people who have achieved de-
spite unspeakable adversity and 
brought others, often kicking and 
screaming in protest, to the reali-
zation that we, as a people, are 
honorable, intelligent, and capa-
ble of achieving much.  They 
helped to shatter some stereo-
typical views of our race and thus 
made our paths easier. 
 While I am writing about our 
legacy, I simply must use this as 
an opportunity for a quick com-
ment on the importance of our 
capital stewardship campaign. 
 Improved facilities will be a 
legacy that we, current members 
of the Hillcrest Church, leave for 
future generations.   
 In the words of the African 
America Legacy Project, it will be 
our gift to the future. 
 Our improved facilities will 
not only help to enhance the 
churchôs ministries and programs 
for His glorification, but the proc-
ess through which we achieve 
our goal will act to inspire future 
generations to do the same and 
even more when their time 
comes to step up to the plate and 
cooperatively continue to build 
for His kingdom. 

Richard L. BarclayRichard L. Barclay   
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Leaderðs Profile: David Giddens by Ernest Holsendolph 

Welcome,  New Members!Welcome,  New Members!Welcome,  New Members!   

Letôs get to know the newest members of the Hillcrest family!  
Introduce yourself to them and let them know how happy we 
are to have them as one of the loving people of purpose, loving people of purpose, loving people of purpose, 
power and praise!power and praise!power and praise!  

Weôre rolling 

out the red 

carpet for our 

new members! 

 David Giddens, one of the 
new deacons at Hillcrest, is a 
man of many skills.   
 Together with his wife Twyla, 
whom he married in 1982 when 
they were college sweethearts, 
the family represents a fine 
grounding in the church.  And as 
the parents of two faithful, college
-educated children, they are role 
models extraordinaire. 
 His mother, Ruby Giddens, 
walked and talked with Marshall 
Keeble when she was a student 
at Nashville Christian Institute.   
 Twyla's father, Frank Melton, 
is a veteran minister of the gos-
pel at the Shady Acres Church in 
Houston. 
 But the Giddens family is not 
background alone.   
 All members are active 
throughout the church here.  And 
David, along with David McFalls, 

comprise a tandem of leadership 
for the churchôs rejuvenated 
evangelism ministry. 
 "We truly love soul-saving," 
said Brother Giddens.  "It is our 
passion." 
 What marks the Giddens per-
sonality is his very willing, can-do 
attitude, which is very appropriate 
for a serving deacon.    
 The newly ordained deacon 
is prepared to do whatever the 
church needsðtaking the pulpit 
when senior minister Richard 
Barclay is away, teaching Bible 
classes, or giving Bible lessons 
to potential new converts. 
 His strength as a teacher is 
both his knowledge and his pa-
tience.  He has been at times an 
instructor for special needs 
youngsters, who have their par-
ticular need for compassion, un-
derstanding and assurance. 

 "I don't know what it is; they 
just seem to trust me," he said, 
when asked about his affinity for 
disabled youth. 
 In a recent interview, he was 
reflective about Martin Luther 
King, whose birthday is cele-
brated in January.   
 How interesting, he said, that 
the horrific earthquake in Haiti 
occurred within a week of his 
birthday. 
 "The tragedy, at least for a 
while, has brought the world to-
gether in the way Martin Luther 
King advocated," he said, "in 
peace, love, unity and harmony."   
 At a time when political divi-
sions had been the headlines, he 
said, people turned to address 
human issues. 
 "Remember, not long after 
King's birthday a similar terrible 
earthquake occurred in China, 
again bringing people together," 
he said. 
 For his part, David said he 
stands ready to do what he can 
to help in Hillcrest's new drive for 
spiritual renewal and physical 
renewal through the capital build-
ing campaign. 
 "But whatever we do, I am 
more than ready to keep pushing 
our evangelism ministry," said 
Brother Giddens.  " I stand ready 
to help any member with family 
or friends they are trying to bring 
to Christ." 
 "How's that for marketing?" 
he said with a smile. 
 David and Twyla are parents 
of son Ryan, a recent graduate 
from Georgia Southern who is 
now working as an intern in sports 
management, and Davette, a 
Texas Tech graduate with her 
heart set on medical school. 

Darryl Page Angela and Bill Archer Trey Dean 

New Hillcrest deacon David Giddens and his wife Twyla 

Hillcrest Opens Its Hearts and Wallets to Haiti! 
 The Hillcrest Church recently 
joined thousands across the 
world in going to the aid of victims 
of the Haiti earthquake.    
 The church took up a special 
offering that will be used to assist 
those devastated in the disaster.  
 The Hillcrest Church raised 
some $22,000.00 in this special 
relief offering, according to 
church leaders. 
 Richard L. Barclay, Hillcrest 
senior minister,  in appealing for 
cooperation in the effort, listed a 
four-fold purpose for the churchôs 
involvement.   
 Those purposes are: prayer, a 
special relief offering, a coopera-
tive effort with the East Cobb 
Church of Christ in Marietta, 
Georgia, and on-going monthly 
financial mission support. 

 In regard to the cooperative 
work with the East Cobb Church, 
Barclay explained that Hillcrest 
will be joining that congregationôs 
efforts in collaboration with Wal-
Mart and Home Depot to distrib-
ute donated items to the Church 
of Christ settlements located in 

the villages just outside Port Au-
Prince, Haiti.   
 He also noted that Hillcrest 
will help provide mission support 
in order to help congregations in 
the areas rebuild. 
 Barclay observed that rebuild-
ing the churches is critical as we 
(Churches of Christ) must help 
put our congregations in this area 
in a position to both serve their 
members and to evangelize to 
non-believers. 
 ñAs the victims of this horrific 
event try to recover in the days 
and weeks and months and years 
to come, I urge Hillcrest members 
to remember the first of the pur-
poses for our involvement: 
prayer.  Pray for those who lives 
have been forever changed be-
cause of this disaster,ò he asked. 
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Anderson Family Brings Its Energy to Hillcrest 
by Ernest Holsendolph and Soyini Edwards 

Senior Member Spotlight: 
Joe and Annie Talley by Ernest Holsendolph 

Page 3 

 In the words of a poet, God 
moves sometimes in a mysteri-
ous way, his wonders to perform.   
 John and Annie Talley, as 
friends, graduated from high 
school together in Tennessee.  
Each married and raised children, 
now grown.    
 Their paths crossed 30 years 
later, each single.  They renewed 
their acquaintance and married. 
 That turn in their lives brought 
them to Hillcrest in the 1990's, 
and today they are among the 
busiest saints, a blessing to the 
church.  
  As retired seniors, they are 
involved in a myriad of programs 
and ministries.   
 Both are teachers. Annie, who 
retired after decades with the 
banking system, helps out with 
church finances.   
 John, who has been involved 
in transportation services with the 
military and the Tennessee Valley 
Authority, enjoys scouting and 
organizing the monthly men's 
bonding breakfasts. 
 "My mother got me involved in 
active church work when I was 
just a kid," said John, who was 
born in Georgia but grew up in 
Chattanooga. 
 "Boy, you go to the elders and 
tell them you're ready to work," 
she said.   
 That work with the 19th and 
Williams Streets Church served 
him well.  John has been busy 

and involved church member 
ever since. 
 John learned hard work and a 
"can do" attitude early.  He is the 
son of a builder, and he was a 
truck driver for two years in the 
Marines.  Later, he helped to op-
erate a motor pool for the TVA, 
the giant electric utility.    
 For years he was a board 
member for his Teamsters local 
in Tennessee, where he learned 
both decision making and how to 
organize people for work. 
 But tough John Talley has his 
soft side. 
 "I just love kids," he said.  
 One of his loves has been 
working with Cub Scouts with his 
wife, teaching boys the impor-
tance of self-reliance and of being 
accountable. 
 Annie is the treasurer for the 
scouts, and John is a teacher.  
He teaches in more ways than 
one. 
 "The boys have dues of 
$10.00 a month," said John.  "but 
I challenge them to work for that 
money, not expect mama to just 
give it to them. " 
 "Do chores," I tell them.    
"Cut the grass, clean the rooms, 
rake the yard 
do something 
f o r  t h e 
money, and 
then come to 
me each 
month to say 
what you did." 
 It may 
sound like a 
small thing, 
Brother Talley 
said, but it 
he lps  t o 
shape atti-
tudes, the 

idea I can do things for myself..    
 Every day John Talley sees 
the other side, the behavior of 
youngsters without decent home 
training.  
 He drives a yellow school 
bus, and he talks to the young-
sters, especially the boys who 
seem aimless. 
 "If they make a lot of fuss in 
the back, I have them come up 
front and ride next to me," said 
John.  "They hate that but I can a 
chance to talk to them, and so 
when they earn the right to go 
back to their seats they have 
something to think about." 
 It is hard to talk to John long 
without returning to the subject 
and importance of the scouting 
movement, as he sees it. 
 Scouting is an old movement, 
however, some of its precepts are 
urgent today.   
 "Three of the concepts are 
very important:  trustworthiness, 
honesty, and pride in your reputa-
tion. 
 These are all principles John 
Talley still follows, and the Hill-
crest Church and the kids are 
beneficiaries. 
 

 We have all heard it.  If you 
read to kids when they are young, 
they will develop a love of read-
ing. 
 Tammy Anderson took that 
thought seriously.  When she be-
came pregnant with her firstborn, 
Gerald Theodore, II, she read to 
him.  I mean she REALLY read to 
himðwhen he was in the womb! 
 "I took a stethoscope, turned 
it around so the two earpieces 
were on my tummy, and spoke 
into the listening device," she 
said, "and I read to himðthen 
and after he was born." 
 And today, Theo, 10, is an 
avid readerðof the Harry Potter 
series and anything else he can 
get his hands on. 
 Then, because she was a 
busy parent, she had less time 
when she carried Tamira, her 
second child. 
 "I did not read to Tamira, and 
today she has little attachment to 
reading," said Tammy.   
 She says she can track read-
ing to the kids and their subse-
quent habits. 
 It is that kind of dedication by 
Tammy and husband Gerald that 
marks much of their commitment 
to the church, to youngsters and 
to teaching.  They are committed 
to whatever they do. 
 Gerald, a Tallahassee native, 
was an avid fisherman.  Then, he 
came to Hillcrest and discovered 
golf.   
 In a year's time, under the 
tutelage of Thomas Harrell, Hill-
crest golf coach, Gerald has 
picked up the sport.   
 Already he is playing in the 
mid-90's.  Some golfers who have 
played a lifetime don't do that 
well. 

 "That's my hobby now," said 
Gerald, beaming. 
 "It is a very positive outlet, a 
tension reliever, and a chance to 
be with the brothers in a whole-
some environment," he said. 
 What motivated him to con-
centrate in such a way as to be-
come competent so fast? 
 "It took getting whipped 
around the head and embar-
rassed, but it made me practice 
and get better," said Gerald.  
"That is the way I respond to 
challenges." 
 College trained in law en-
forcement, Gerald heads the po-
lice force for Life University. 
 With their focus on work and 
good character, the Andersons 
have become committed youth 
workers, as teachers and in pro-
grams like scouting.  
 The familyôs commitment to 
the Hillcrest Church is so avid 
that they faithfully make the trek 
35 miles each way to the services 
from Douglasville. 

 Like many other Hillcrest 
members, the Andersons each 
come from strong families in the 
church and learned active service 
from being in a small church in 
Orlando, where there was plenty 
of work for everybody.   
 Consequently, they can confi-
dently teach classes, help plan 
activities, and take leadership 
when asked. 
 Tammy admires Gerald's 
leadership in a big way. 
 "Simply put, Gerald is amaz-
ing," she says.  "He is a real go-
getter and a great father and hus-
band.  He is such a hardworking, 
caring man;  he is very generous.  
He pushes me to my Christian 
potential." 
 Gerald returns the compli-
ments. 
 "Tammy is a beautiful woman 
who is very creative, and defi-
nitely ambitious.  She's confident, 
but humble too.  Also, she lets 
you know how she feels and 
thrives on challenges," he said. 
 Energy is a hallmark of the 
Andersons, and with five young 
children the energy and creativity 
are needed.   
 Here's the Anderson family 
lineup: Theo, 10; Tamira, 8; 
Geonna Rae, 4; Tallia Reese, 3, 
and Gerran Timothy, 13 months.  
He would be the one riding 
mom's hip most of the time. 
 For her part, Tammy wants 
more to do.   
 She looks forward to the 
churchôs success with the capital 
stewardship campaign so the 
church can vacate the family life 
center. 
 "I can't wait to get in there and 
coach some kids in basketball 
and volleyball," she said. 

Gerald and Tammy Anderson 


